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HISTORICAL SOCIETY'S 2014 MUSEUM EXHIBIT 
ENHANCED TO BROADEN DUNE APPRECIATION 

 
MAY 9, 2014, SAUGATUCK -- This year's exhibition at the Saugatuck-Douglas Historical Society 
Museum, opening for the season on Memorial Day weekend, Sunday, May 25, Noon to 4pm, builds upon 
its first-year's celebration of the Saugatuck area dunelands with the addition of a new drone's-eye video 
offering unusual lakefront perspectives, plus a new outdoor art display dramatizing the value of keeping 
the shoreline free of long-lasting trash materials.  
 
The Museum occupies the historic Saugatuck Pumphouse at 735 Park Street, in a scenic garden setting 
along the west shore of the Kalamazoo River at Mt. Baldhead Park, a short walk north from the 
Saugatuck Chain Ferry landing.  Open daily through August, Noon to 4pm, its admission and nearby 
parking are free. 
 
"Dunelands-2" focuses on our piece of the world's largest freshwater dunes system, highlighting its 
archeological, historical, environmental, social and recreational significance.  A major new attraction 
added in the Museum's main gallery presents a large-screen aerial video captured by a small, camera-
equipped drone.  The remote-controlled craft was flown over the Saugatuck/Douglas lakefront recording 
multi-seasonal views to identify and document human structures, historic sites, harbors both old and 
new, Ox-Bow, high water, ice formation, dune trails and other lake/land/river features, some familiar, 
some not.  This unusual video was produced for SDHS by Jeff Zita, student at Holland's Hope College, 
whose drone-recording hobby has netted appearances on national television. 
 
A new outdoor exhibit adds eight "learning stations" placed throughout the Museum's riverfront garden, 
each bearing an informative plaque intended to entertain and educate visitors about a specific type of 
common beach trash and its long-term effect on the environment.  Each station is topped with a ceramic 
sculpture produced by  Saugatuck High School students of art teacher Christa Wise, presenting their 
artistic interpretation of the trash material highlighted.   
 
"Our duneland is a marvelous collaboration of restless beaches, rolling forests and ravines, hidden 
streams, ponds and marshland habitats", says Museum Curator Dr. James Schmiechen.  "This exhibition 
tells of how they came to be, how human activity has changed them and how people have changed in 
response to them, while giving special attention to historic sites scattered across the area and how 
history has set the stage for today's vibrant local community." 
 
Researched and written by Schmiechen, and designed by Society volunteers Judy Hillman and Sally 
Winthers, the exhibition pulls together an array of photographs, artifacts and stories, set before a 
sweeping 50 x 10ft. mural dunescape captured by local photographer James Cook, intended to visually 
transport the viewer outdoors.   
 



Informative wall panels weave text and graphics together to view the dunes from three different 
perspectives: The Preservationist's Notebook surveys 12 nearby "critical dune" sites with an eye toward 
"best use" protection of the natural environment while allowing appropriate public access; The 
Photographer's Notebook presents aerial views of local shoreline geography by Chicago photographer 
Bill Werme, documenting changes resulting from  both natural and human causes; The Archeologist & 
Historian's Notebook, recalls the late 1800s "lumber rush" that disregarded nature, creating millionaires 
but sentencing the village of Singapore to its ultimate burial by shifting dunes. 
 
Another series of wall panels presents a compilation of photos taken along dune trails, accompanied by 
hiker quotes revealing personal impressions and expressing thoughts inspired by their duneland 
experiences. 
 
Centerpiece of the exhibition is a simulated "Dunelands Trail", marked by trail-stop signposts showing 
and describing a variety of sites encountered on an imagined hike through the dunes, including: Dune 
Rides; Goshorn Lake & Dune; New Harbor & Basin; Old Harbor & Lighthouse; Fishtown; Oxbow Art 
School & Lagoon; Pier Cove; The Oval;  Mt. Baldhead; and Lake Shore Chapel. 
 
Hovering above it all is "Beachcomber's Folly" a whimsical-while-thought-provoking hanging sculpture by 
Saugatuck artist Ted Reyda.  The colorful composition was meticulously assembled from thousands of 
items that were washed up on local beaches and collected by Reyda over more than 20 years.  Below, 
Reyda transforms other types of manmade flotsam into spherical standing artworks.  In their own playful 
way, all serve to raise serious questions about human carelessness regarding our environment and 
disregard for protecting nature's gifts.  Museum guests will find themselves silently drawn to interact with 
Reyda's art by identifying its components...sometimes obvious, sometimes not. 
  
Augmenting the Historical Society's exhibits is a video display created by the Saugatuck High School 
students of art teacher Christa Wise, inspired by the work of British sculptor Andy Goldsworthy, known 
for combining natural materials such as twigs, stone, thorns, mud and pinecones into temporary in-situ 
constructions that weather the elements and return to nature.   
 
After watching "Rivers and Tides", a 2001 documentary featuring Goldsworthy at work, the class set out 
to Oval Beach and the dunes to create site-specific sculpture and land-art using whatever they found.  
Their short video, in the style of "Rivers and Tides", documents the students' efforts to follow in 
Goldsworthy's footsteps, in the process discovering (in the words of one student) "how difficult it is to 
even begin to approach the quality of his work". 
 

--- Award-Winning Books Highlighted --- 
 

Continuing the Society's tradition of offering books created to accompany exhibits past and present, the 
Museum's south gallery gift shop again features two of its most popular award winners -- The Village 
Table: A Delicious History of Food in the Saugatuck-Douglas Area; and Off The Record...the unpublished 
photographs of Bill Simmons.   
 
The Village Table, authored by Society volunteers Kit Lane and Stacy Honson with graphic design by 
Sally Winthers, won a 2012 Leadership In History Award of Merit from the American Association for State 
and Local History (AASLH).  It celebrates the Saugatuck-Douglas area by exploring its food: what the 
settlers found, what was fished, what was gathered and grown, what each wave of newcomers brought, 
what the restaurants served to visitors, and what we eat today.  Each chapter focuses on a different 
aspect of the food scene and concludes with a selection of menus and recipes that favor locally-available 
ingredients.  
 
Off The Record, written by James Schmiechen with help from Society volunteers Kit Lane and Jack 
Sheridan, and designed by Ken Carls, received a Historical Society of Michigan Award of Merit in 2001.  
It offers a fascinating pictorial history of Saugatuck in the'40s and '50s seen through the eyes and 
camera of an insatiable photographer whose skills ran the gamut from art photography to 



photojournalism.  Simmons (1891-1966), worked for The Chicago Evening Post and Time-Life, Inc., later 
was editor of Saugatuck weekly The Commercial Record for 10 years in mid-century.  He left a collection 
of some 3000 unpublished photos, mostly negatives, shot in and around Saugatuck from 1941 to 1961.  
 

--- Interactive Map Tells Stories --- 
 
The south gallery also features the Society's popular "SuperMap" -- a 6-foot high, 12-foot wide illustrated 
color wall map of the Saugatuck-Douglas area with an interactive computer display to provide a virtual 
tour through these historic villages, highlighting significant people, places and events of both past and 
present.  Map artwork, created by Holland artist-cartographer Mark Cook based on Historical Society 
research, recalls the entertaining illustration/poster maps of the 1940-50 era, combining street layouts 
with stylized sketches and notes. 
 
The map offers Museum visitors an engaging way to soak up the story of the Saugatuck-Douglas area.   
As many as 70 map-highlighted references are keyed by number to let visitors select and learn about 
sites of interest by calling up information, narratives and images using several video/interactive touch-
screen terminals near the map.  The screens also offer topical "interactive programs" such as History of 
Hotels/Boarding Houses; History of Boatbuilding and Boat Builders; Buildings and Architecture; Artists 
and Painting; Local Biographies; History of Saugatuck-Douglas Schools; 13 Tales of the Villages and A 
Video History of Saugatuck and Douglas.  
 
In addition, the terminals allow public access to the Historical Society's digitized archives of historical 
photos, pages of The Commercial Record dating back to 1868, the Saugatuck-Douglas Building Survey 
and more. 
 
Founded in 1992, the Saugatuck-Douglas Historical Society Pumphouse Museum is open daily Noon to 
4pm from May 29 through August, then Saturdays/Sundays in September and October.  Admission and 
parking are free.   Tel: (269) 857-7900.  See more information about the Historical Society, its Museum 
and its Old School House Discovery Center at www.sdhistoricalsociety.org. 
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Student artists show their still-unfinished ceramic sculptures for the Museum Garden exhibit: (L to R) 
Jamie Schuler, with stylized fish skeleton entangled in balloons and ribbons; Emily Shutzenhofer, with 
sculpture depicting slow process of water and sand breaking down glass; and Nathan Stenman, with 
twisted aluminum can sculpture.  Also contributing sculptures to the project are students Ellie Barde, 

Jacob Blue, Emily Dukic, Contessa Garcia, Marie Peña, Kaylyn Perry and Lauren Squire. 



 
  

Jeff Zita readies his camera-carrying drone helicopter for aerial video flight over 
the Saugatuck lakeshore dunelands. 



 
Centerpiece of the exhibition, a simulated "Dunelands Trail" is marked by signposts describing of sites 
encountered on an imagined hike through the dunes, while overhead hovers "Beachcomber's Folly" a 
whimsical-while-thought-provoking hanging sculpture by Saugatuck artist Ted Reyda, composed of 

manmade flotsam collected on local beaches 


