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The Saugatuck-Douglas History Center preserves local history and inspires learning to inform and improve our community. 

Press release for November 12, 2021 

SDHC November Meeting:  
Open House showcases “Curator’s Choice” art treasures  

and another look at fall exhibits 

The Saugatuck-Douglas History Center announces a new art history exhibit and Open House to 
be held on Wednesday, November 17th starting at 7 PM in the SDHC-Old School House, 130 
Center Street, Douglas. 

The exhibit titled Curator’s Choice: Notable Art from the SDHC’s Collection highlights 30 
outstanding artworks spanning over 120 years of history at the Lakeshore.  “This new show 
celebrates the diversity of art produced in our community from painting and sculpture to 
ceramics, metalwork, and glass,” says art curator and SDHC board member Ken Kutzel.  The 
show also gives the public a chance to see many newer additions alongside longtime treasures 
from the History Center’s permanent collection.  

The Open House program welcomes SDHC members and the public to explore local art and 
history while socializing and seeing friends old and new.  Refreshments will be served and the 
event is provided free of charge.   

Attendees will also be able to view the exhibit, A Century of Progress – 100 years of LBGTQ 
History in Saugatuck-Douglas. Covering over 100 years of history, the exhibit shares the stories 
of people living in the margins at the Lakeshore in a timeline format with local, state, and 
national LGBTQ developments included for context.  Interpretive panels identify factors that 
have contributed to the diverse and inclusive nature of these two small Lake Michigan coastal 
villages alongside historical artwork and artifacts from SDHC collections.   

The exhibit History Book:  LGBTQ Portraits on the second floor of the History Center School 
House will also be open on Wednesday night.  The History Book exhibit features more than two 
dozen stylized portraits of LGBTQ pioneers—some local—by acclaimed Chicago artist and 
designer David Lee Csicsko.  Biographical and historical information for the exhibit was 
developed by LGBTQ historian and author Owen Keehnen.  Both Csicsko and Keehnen are 
inductees of Chicago’s LGBT Hall of Fame.   

The Saugatuck-Douglas History Center’s free monthly program series presents entertaining and 
informative insights into local history and community life.  

The SDHC is supported in part by the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs 
(MCACA) and the National Endowment for the Arts. Additional support is provided by Michigan 
Humanities and the National Endowment for the Humanities.  For more information about 



SDHC, its Museum in Saugatuck and Old School House in Douglas, and its activities planned 
for the months ahead, visit www.MySDHistory.org.  
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Caption: Paintings and sculpture of Saugatuck’s Big Pavilion and the Kalamazoo River by Edgar 
Rupprecht, John Polka, and Dan Sigler are just a few of the 30 artworks at the SDHC’s new 
winter exhibit.  
 


